Fingerprint Your Guns
by Ashby Morton
photographs by Heyward Hickman

How can you reclaim a stolen gun
from the police who recovered it?
The police will want a serial number
to prove that it is yours. But what if
your gun is an antique and has no serial number? Here is a solution I
learned from a museum curator: fingerprint your guns.
The police record fingerprints
from crime scenes by dusting them
and lifting the dust pattern with transparent tape. We can do the same thing
with lampblack (or candle soot) and
Scotch® tape.
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First, smoke a metal part such as a
barrel or lock plate where there is a distinctive mark, or even a pattern of deep
scratches, a maker’s name, an engraved
decoration; whatever. Be sure the

smoke is far enough from the flame to
avoid any damage to the gun.
Carefully apply a piece of transparent tape to the soot-covered mark. Then
lift the tape straight up without smear-
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ing it. The tape will pick up the soot
surrounding the mark or design.
Carefully affix the tape on a card so
you will have a permanent and exact
print for your records.
This method works well for any
valuable metal items such as silver
spoons, swords, knives, etc. A thief
might erase inked-on and lacquered
marks, but your gun fingerprint is exact and unknown to him.
MB

Caywood Gunmakers
David Crockett Rifle (brochure $8)
English Fowler, Officer’s Fusil, Game Gun,
French “C” & “D”, Wilson Chief’s gun,
Northwest Trade gun, Southern Rifle,
Full brochure, $3.
18 King’s Hill Estates, Berryville, AR 72616
www.caywoodguns.com, 870-423-4741
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SHIRTS PANTS BAGS
KITS AVAILABLE
HAND CRAFTED
MUZZLELOADING SUPPLIES
Gary’s Gunsmith Shop, Box 124
Gwynneville, IN 46114
765-763-6896
www.garysgunsmithshop.com
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Join the National
Muzzle Loading Rifle
Association Today!
Sign me up! Here’s my annual membership fee of $40.00
($50.00 in U.S. funds for mailing addresses outside the United
States). Send me the monthly membership magazine Muzzle
Blasts, and full NMLRA membership credentials.
Name _______________________________________
Address ______________________________________
City _______________________State ____ Zip _____
E-mail _______________________________________
 Payment Enclosed (check or money order).
Charge to Visa  Master Card  Discover
Card# _______________________________________
3 digit V-Code _____________ Exp. ______________
Signature ____________________________________
Daytime Phone# ______________________________
Mail to: NMLRA Membership Dept. MB
PO Box 67, Friendship, IN 47021-0067
or call 812-667-5131.
Sign up on the website: http://www.nmlra.org
e-mail: nmlramembership@nmlra.org
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Just a Few NMLRA Member Benefits
• Muzzle Blasts
Members of the NMLRA receive Muzzle Blasts, the monthly
membership publication devoted to all aspects of the muzzleloading sport.
• Scholarship Program
The NMLRA sponsors a scholarship program for its members
and their dependents.
• National Competitions
With your NMLRA membership card, you have the opportunity
to attend two national championship matches in centrally
located Friendship, Indiana. And if a Western climate is more
to your liking, the NMLRA holds its Western National Shoot in
Phoenix, Arizona during the winter months.
• Muzzleloading Education
Members of the NMLRA can take advantage of the association’s
Muzzleloading Education Program.
• Charter Clubs
The NMLRA has over three hundred muzzleloading charter
clubs across the country, each with its own schedule of events
and range times.
• National Range
The Walter Cline National Range in Friendship, Indiana, is open to
NMLRA members who wish to shoot—whether it be for a day or a
weekend, because camping facilities are available at the range.
• Territorial Competitions
Thirty NMLRA-sponsored territorial matches are held throughout the
United States, and your NMLRA membership card allows you to
participate in these events.

Muzzle Blasts

